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CIA probe explained
ILES KEP the *Central Tatelli-
FILES KEPT by the *Ceniral Tuieli-: ) {/{ c)(‘?ﬂ

' genee Agency on the Chureh of Scientol- ;
ogy were the vesuli of “idle, or perhaps |

mischievous, bureancratic interest,” for-| , — 3

mer CIA official Victor Marchetti said, (A2 o5, | FoTA
this week. Marcheiti, in a leifer made
public by the church afler.he had re-
viewed documents obtained "under the
Freedom’ of Information Act, said the
church and its members . “were victims
of government paranoia, not unlike that.
which was heaped upon other ‘different’.
religions movements in times past—the
. Mormons, the Amish, and similar inde--
“pendent groups.”- Among the documents
were papers indicating. the.CIA and
Navy Adm. Rufus Taylor, deputy direc- .
tor of the spy agency in 1268, were keep-
ing tabs on the church, Marchetti said. |
“At the time, I 'was the executive assist-
ant to -Admiral Taylor, and I . cannot
remember . anything . -that .would have
caused.the CIA fo have any concern in
the activities -of your religious:move-
ment,” he said, labeling the spy activi-
ties ‘‘harassment.” Scientology, founded
by writer L. Kon Hubbard in the 1950s,.
is. described as “an applied religious
philosophy” -which aims to aid - better’
self-understanding ‘and communications

~with others. - -
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